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Warren Lasko is Selected as GNMA Executive Vice President 


HUD Secretary Samuel R. Pierce, Jr., has announced ihe selection of Warren A. Lasko to serve as 
executive vice president of the Government National Mortgage Association (GNMA). The GNMA 
conducts secondary mortgage market activities in support of the residential housing market, and is a 
Government corporation located within the Department of Housing and Urban Development. 


Lasko is responsible for administering the GNMA mortgage-backed securities program which has 
financed $130 billion in housing for middle- and moderate-income families since its inception in 1968. 
The program is the single largest element of the residential secondary mortgage market. Lasko also 
oversees the GNMA’s Tandem programs which this year will finance $2 billion in rental-assisted 
housing. 


Prior to his promotion, Lasko was vice president for Mortgage-Backed Securities at the GNMA. He 
also has served as vice president for Policy Development of the Federal National Mortgage 
Association (FNMA); acting deputy assistant secretary for HUD’s Insured Loan Programs; director of 
HUD?’s San Diego Service Office; and director of HUD’s Division of Financial Analysis. 


A native New Yorker, Lasko is a graduate of Columbia (New York City) University. He has published 
numerous articles related to housing and mortgage financing, and once taught economics at the 
University of Virginia (Charlottesville). 


HUD Studies Opportunities for Urban Infill Growth 


A HUD study conducted by the Real Estate Research Corporation (RERC) has concluded that 
parcels of land standing vacant in virtually every city across the Nation could accommodate a 
substantial portion of urban development in the future. 


The study on urban infill — the development of vacant land within urban boundaries — examines 
opportunities and constraints in three diverse metropolitan counties and their potential use in those 
areas. Findings of the study show that high gasoline prices and other factors have focused attention on 
urban infill as an alternative to expansion beyond urban areas. The study cautions, however, that the 
opportunity for urban infill is limited, and that communities must continue to plan for development at 
the urban fringes. 


Copies of the study, Urban Infill: Its Potential as a Development Strategy, may be ordered in advance 
from the American Planning Association, 1313 East 60th Street, Chicago, Ill. , 60637 or the Urban 
Land Institute, 1090 Vermont Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. Anexecutive summary of the study 
is available for $2.00 from the RERC, 72 West Adams Street, Chicago, Ill. , 60603. 





HUD, Youth Clubs Join to Expand Public Housing Services 


Continuing its tradition of involving public housing residents in programs designed to improve their 
lifestyle, HUD has agreed to join forces with the Boys and Girls Clubs of America to work for the 
expansion of cultural, educational, and recreational services available to young residents of public 
housing facilities in six cities. Under the joint effort, HUD will sponsor workshops in designated public 
housing projects to create new programs and expand existing ones. 


HUD-conducted workshops will be held in Stamford, Conn., Baltimore, Md., and Houston, Texas 
with the Girls Clubs of America as host. Meetings in Knoxville, Tenn., Akron, Ohio, and San Juan, 
Puerto Rico will be hosted by the Boys Clubs of America. In each city, HUD and the host club will 
select the public housing facilities to be tested based on the need for the program, commitment by local 
leadership to offer services to meet those needs, and a willingness by residents and managers to 
participate in a long-term program. 


The pilot project will be reviewed in three months and an informal progress report will be prepared at the 
end of that period. A full assessment of the program will be made in 12 months. The evaluations of the 
reports will be used to determine whether HUD will sponsor additional workshops in large public 
housing agencies across the Nation. 


Additional information on the joint program may be obtained from Elizabeth Murphy, community 
services program specialist, HUD, 451 Seventh Street, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20410 (202/472- 
4705). 


Mobile Americans are Young, Educated, Professional 


The Census Bureau has revealed that Americans who are on the move are likely to be young, better 
educated and professional. That is the conclusion of a report on Geographical Mobility: March 1975 to 
1980, recently released by the Bureau. 


The report said that 45 percent of all people 5 years and older moved between 1975 and 1980, and those 
in the 25-to 29-year-old group had the highest mobility rate, 77 percent. The high mobility among 
persons in their 20’s, the report noted, reflected their marrying, entering the work force or establishing 
new households after finishing school. 


According to the study, metropolitan areas continued to lose population to non-metro areas between 
1955 and 1980. While the number of blacks moving into metro regions remained about the same as in 
the late 1960’s, the number migrating out increased significantly. People moving into metro areas 
generally were younger than those leaving. The median age of migrants into Standard Metropolitan 
Statistical Areas (SMSA’s) was 26.3 years, compared with 29.0 years for those departing. Although 
blacks and whites changed residences at about the same rate, whites tended to move greater distances. 
About 20 percent of whites moved to a different county compared with only 13 percent of the blacks. 


Professional workers, the Census Bureau said, were the most likely to move, while farm workers had 
the most stable residency. Likewise, people with more education were most likely to move, with 
college graduates relocating more than high school graduates, or those with only an elementary 
education. 


Based on a survey of 68,000 households in the March 1980 Current Population Survey, the mobility 
report contains data on people’s moving habits by age, sex, race, and othet demographic 
characteristics. Copies of the report (Series P-20, No. 368) are available for $6.00 each from the 
Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402, or from 
Commerce Department district offices in major U.S. cities. 





MICA Says Insured Mortgages Declined in 1981 


A spokesperson for the Mortgage Insurance Companies of America (MICA) said recently that the 
group issued 353,446 new mortgages last year, a 10 percent decline from the total mortgages issued in 
1980. John C. Williamson, the MICA’s executive vice president, noted that his group’s performance 
last year compares favorably with the steep 47.4 percent decline experienced by the Government in its 
unsubsidized home programs and with the 46 percent drop suffered by the VA-guaranteed mortgage 
program during the same period. 


Williamson said that the number of mortgages insured in 198 1 was ‘‘a reflection of the national housing 
slump.’’ He said that for the three months ending December 31, 1981, the average price of one-to-four 
family homes whose purchases were financed by private mortgage insurance was $61 ,980, up 11 
percent from the $55,800 average for the fourth quarter of 1980, and up | percent from the average for 
the third quarter of 1981. 


HUD Sets New FHA Loan Limits for Manufactured Homes 


HUD Secretary Samuel R. Pierce, Jr., has announced new FHA loan limits designed to make it easier 
for home seekers to purchase manufactured or mobile homes. The new, higher amount that FHA will 
insure on a single-section mobile home is $22,500, up from $20,000. For a multisection manufactured 
home, the limit is now $35,000, up from $30,000. The repayment period for a single-section unit is 
extended to 20 years, up from 15 years. 


The increases were authorized by the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981 which also 
established new insurable loan limits for the combination mobile home and lot program administered by 
HUD. The new ceiling for a single-section unit and lot is now $35,000, up from $27 ,500, and $47,500 
for a multisection home and lot, up from $36,000. The insurable loan limit for a lot is $12,500, up from 
$9,315. 


Secretary Pierce said the changes, published in the January 6 issue of the Federal Register at pp. 
616-618, will have the effect of lowering the required downpayment on mobile homes by reducing the 
dollar gap between the amount FHA will insure and what it actually costs to buy a mobile home. He said 
that lowering the downpayment should be helpful to families unable to buy a conventional home in 
today’s housing market and could enable them to build the equity needed for a larger home later on. 


Publications Available 


Builder’ s Guide to Government Loans. . . outlines the steps for obtaining construction financing of 
one- to four-family housing projects from approved HUD/FHA lenders; contains information on 
current programs for builders using insured, guaranteed or direct loans, interest subsidies, rent 
settlements, and direct-grant State or local programs. Available from the Craftsman Book Company, 
542 Stevens Avenue, Solana Beach. ., Calif. , 92075, $13.75, 413 pp. 


Land Use Law: Issues for the Eighties. . . contains current information on new legal challenges to local 
planning efforts, recent laws and court decisions, and new dangers for communities; provides practical 
suggestions on ways to avoid or minimize potential litigation and focuses on ways to ensure due process 
so that the courts do not invalidate land-use decisions because of incorrect procedures. Available from 
the American Planning Association, 1313 E. 60th Street, Chicago; Ill. , 60637, $23.95 for non- 
members, 232 pp. 


Pollution and Reform in American Cities, 1870-1980. . . tells how rapid industrialization of American 
cities at the turn of the century created an unprecedented environmental crisis; compares the earlier 
years to similar concerns today. Available for $15.00 from the University of Texas Press, Box 7819, 
Austin, Texas, 78712. 





Public Relations for Local Governments. . . discusses the necessity of effective communication with 
the public; contains sections on positions and duties, how to reach the community, how to deal with the 
media, and how to use information outlets. Available for $7 per copy from the International City 
Management Association, 1140 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 (202/828- 


3600). 


The following publications are available from the Consumer Information Center, Department DD, 
Pueblo, Colo. , 81009. Single copies are free while supplies last. 


How to Crimeproof Your Home. . . tells how to use landscaping, lighting , doors, windows, locks, and 
alarms to protect your home; contains tips for apartment dwellers, plus safeguards for your home while 
you’ re on vacation. 212J, $2.00, 18 pp., 1979. 


How to Prevent and Remove Mildew. . . tells how to prevent and remove mildew in your home and 
how to get rid of dampness and musty odors. 199J, $1.50, 12 pp. 1978. 


Protecting Your Housing Investment. . . provides valuable information on the maintenance of heating 
systems, plumbing, and building structures; includes information on the treatment of special problems 
such as pest control and moisture. 627J. Free. 32 pp. 1979. 


Simple Home Repairs Outside. . . contains instructions for repairing roofs, doors, windows, porches, 
steps, sidewalks, etc. 169J, $1.50, 40 pp. 1978. 


NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE 


The HUD Newsletter will cease publication with Volume 13, Number 13, dated 
March 29, 1982. Questions related to Newsletter subscriptions should be 
directed to the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D.C. 20402 
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